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The Day of Devastation title slide. 
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This presentation is from a lecture I did 
at Montclair State University in New 
Jersey on April 4, 2013. 
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Approximately 100 students attended 
the lecture. 
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At times, I may offend you. 
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If I offend you: Eat the straw but spit 
out the sticks (a teaching from Oral 
Roberts). 
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Noun: devastation
1. The state of being decayed or destroyed
2. The feeling of being confounded or overwhelmed
3. An event that results in total destruction
4. Plundering with excessive damage and 
destruction

5. The termination of something by causing so 
much damage to it that it cannot be repaired or 
no longer exists

 

The Day of Devastation comes into 
every one’s life. According to the 
dictionary definition, this is what it will 
do. (Definition of DEVASTATION). 
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who you are.
what your religious beliefs are.
if you a good person or a bad person.

DOESN’T CARE

 

It doesn’t care who you are, what your 
religious beliefs are, or if you’re a good 
or bad person. It will come anyway. 
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It only cares about your weaknesses. 
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It comes without warning. 
 
 



Slide 10 

 

It bursts into your life to take 
possession of everything. 
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It will kill and destroy everything it can. 
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Photo taken 30 seconds before a 
tsunami hit Thailand December 26, 
2004 following an earthquake in the 
Indian Ocean. 
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The wave was 100 feet high and the 
tsunami killed 230,000 people. 
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The Day of Devastation is already 
planning to visit you. 
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NEXT!

 

You’re next! 
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Your survival is going to depend on how 
well you’re prepared. Are you 
prepared? An umbrella offers little 
protection when bombs are falling. 
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Practical preparations: Is your insurance 
up-to-date? Do you have disability 
insurance? 
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Choose your friends wisely – they’ll 
influence your life. Bad friends corrupt 
good people. When the Day of 
Devastation comes, bad friends will not 
be of any assistance to you. 
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Choose your spouse carefully. This will 
be your best friend for life and your 
future happiness and well being will 
depend on your choice. Most people 
base their choice on romance. Marriage 
is very practical. It’s 98% living together, 
2% romance. If you can’t live with 
them, you can’t stay married to them. 
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Both you and your spouse need to be 
people who will grow together. For that 
to happen, the two of you need to be 
more interested in what you can do for 
each other, instead of what the other 
person can do for you. 
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A good spouse must be a person who 
can keep a commitment. All marriages 
go through very tough times – often to 
the verge of divorce. If your spouse 
can’t keep their commitments, the 
marriage will fail. 
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Find a good church. 
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• That preaches the 
Gospel.

 

A good church preaches the Gospel. 
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• That preaches the 
Gospel.

• That will help you to 
grow spiritually.

 

A good church helps each person to 
grow spiritually. If you’re not growing 
spiritually at the church you’re going to, 
you’re wasting your time. 
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• That preaches the 
Gospel.

• That will help you to 
grow spiritually.

• That allows the Holy 
Spirit to operate freely.

 

A good church is a place where the 
Holy Spirit is allowed to operate freely. 
 
 

Slide 26 

 

Learn how to pray. Prayer is not about 
talking – it’s about listening. Your goal 
in prayer is to hear what God has to say 
to you. There is nothing you’re going to 
say to God that He doesn’t already 
know. 
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Know what the calling of God is on your 
life. Every one’s life has a calling. 
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Your calling tells you what you’re 
supposed to do.

 

The calling of God tells you what you’re 
supposed to do with your life. But 
when you don’t know what you’re 
supposed to do with your life, you’ll 
make something up. It’s what children 
do. If they aren’t given direction, then 
they’ll make something up that will 
seem important to them, but will 
probably burn the house down. 
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Your calling tells you what you’re 
supposed to do.

Your calling will tell you what you’re 
capable of doing.

 

Your calling tells you what you’re 
capable of doing – and when you find 
out what that is, your reaction is going 
to be “I can’t do that!” 
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Your calling tells you what you’re 
supposed to do.

Your calling will tell you what you’re 
capable of doing.

Your calling gives your life direction.

 

Your calling gives your life direction. 
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If you don’t know where you’re going 
when the sun is shining… 
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…what are you going to do when the 
Day of Devastation comes and turns 
your whole world upside-down? 
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For me The Day of Devastation came on 
the Day of Jay’s Christmas Party. Jay is 
not some 10 year old boy in a wheel 
chair who needs an operation.  
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Jeannette “Jay” Lefebvre

Tony Pomerleau and Robin Danaher
 

Jay is an elderly woman who died a 
couple of years go. For many years she 
was the housekeeper and nanny to the 
Pomerleau family. They donated $5,000 
to the Christmas party in memory of 
Jay’s 40 years of generous giving. Not 
shown is Robin’s sister, Debbie Purcel. 
When Robin originally asked me to be 
Santa, I hesitated. I’m not a “kid” kind 
of guy. But the Spirit wanted me to do 
it, and said He’d teach me. So I agreed. 
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Here’s what the Spirit told me to do to 
be Santa. 
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Are you a princess?

 

Are you a princess? 
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Are you a princess?
Are you a football player?

 

Are you a football player? 
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Are you a princess?
Are you a football player?
Are you a rock star?

 

Are you a rock star? 
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Are you a princess?
Are you a football player?
Are you a rock star?

Or High-Five them.

 

High-Five ‘em. 
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The Holy Spirit also wanted to involve 
the bears. 
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Theodore and Tilly-Bear are anointed 
characters. 
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Every year the bears receive hundreds 
of requests for the pocket calendars. 
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This is the cover photo on the 2013 
pocket calendar. 
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My hands were to be anointed because 
I was to lay my hands on each child and 
pray over them. Dianne anointed my 
hands with oil and prayed over them. 
The Abundant Life Prayer Group at Oral 
Roberts University prayed over my 
hands by phone. Even the bears prayed 
over my hands and touched them with 
their fur. 
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December 8, 2012 – Showtime 
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The children would enter from the 
right. Mrs. Santa would read their name 
tag which also included their age, and 
then she’d tell one of the elves to get 
an age and gender appropriate gift for 
that child. 
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While the elves were getting the gift, 
the child would sit on Santa’s lap and 
get their picture taken. 
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Each child was greeted by my “Are you 
a rock star?” question. Worked 
perfectly. 
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While this boy was getting his picture 
taken with me, I laid my hands on him 
and prayed for him. 
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I was honored that this baby’s mother 
trusted me to hold her child. Little did 
she know that her baby was being held 
by anointed hands as it was being 
prayed over. 
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I prophesied over a boy in a wheel chair 
that he would walk again. 
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I laid my hands on an autistic child and 
told him “God loves you.” 
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All during the party there was a cloud 
of germs, flu, viruses above my head – 
and I was swimming in it. 
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The day of devastation had come into 
my life – only it wasn’t just a day. It was 
three months – and it nearly killed me. 
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A week later I came down with the flu. 
My blood pressure went crazy. I had an 
irregular heartbeat. At times my pulse 
was 38! 
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I was able to enjoy Christmas with my 
family and thought it was over. But a 
few days later, the flu got worse. By the 
time New Years Eve came, I was so sick, 
I stayed home. 
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December 29, 2012: The flu was 
widespread in New England. Vermont 
hospitals had no beds. 
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Symptoms would go on for many 
weeks. 
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PRODUCTIVE COUGH

 

Productive cough. 
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PRODUCTIVE COUGH
SHORTNESS OF BREATH

 

Shortness of Breath 
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PRODUCTIVE COUGH
SHORTNESS OF BREATH
LABORED BREATHING

 

Labored breathing 
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PRODUCTIVE COUGH
SHORTNESS OF BREATH
LABORED BREATHING
INABILITY TO SLEEP

 

Inability to sleep. Every time I would lie 
down, I couldn’t get comfortable. And 
when I did fall asleep, I would start 
coughing and wake up. It was wearing 
me down and I was getting exhausted 
from lack of sleep. There were days 
when I was only getting two hours of 
sleep. 
 
 

Slide 63 

 

Doctor’s report. 
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X-RAYS

 

X-Rays showed scar tissue top right 
lung. No pneumonia. 
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X-RAYS
ELECTROCARDIOGRAM

 

Healthy heart. 
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X-RAYS
ELECTROCARDIOGRAM
60% LUNG CAPACITY

 

My lungs were at 60% capacity. 
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X-RAYS
ELECTROCARDIOGRAM
60% LUNG CAPACITY

BLOOD WORK
 

Blood work showed I had an elevated 
white blood count – normal for flu. 
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CONCLUSION:
Extremely Resistant

FLU.
 

Conclusion: Extremely resistant flu 
similar to other cases my doctor had 
seen. I was prescribed an inhaler and 
Prednisone. 
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This is how I prayed. 
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WHAT AM I
SUPPOSED TO

LEARN?

 

I asked, “What am I supposed to 
learn?” I prayed as a student, not a 
victim. 
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HOW DO WE FIX THIS?
WHAT’S THE
SOLUTION?

 

“What’s the solution, God?” I asked. 
This is why you need to know the call of 
God on your life – so you know the 
problem you’re facing can be solved. 
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Prayer partners. 
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MY WIFE AND FAMILY

 

My wife and family. 
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MY WIFE AND FAMILY
FRIENDS

 

Friends – women at the prison where 
we teach Bible study prayed for me. 
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MY WIFE AND FAMILY
FRIENDS
CHURCHES

 

CBC church, my son’s church, the 
Abundant Life Prayer Group at Oral 
Roberts University (which has taken 
over 24 million prayer requests since 
1957). 
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I sought the anointing. 
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ANOINTING OIL

 

Anointing oil. 
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ANOINTING OIL
PRAYER CLOTH

 

Prayer cloth. 
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ANOINTING OIL
PRAYER CLOTH

ANOINTED TEDDY BEARS
 

Teddy bears. 
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Medicine, prayer, the anointing. 
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After seven weeks I was worse than I’ve 
ever been. 
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I

 

I was now getting less than two hours 
of sleep a night because I couldn’t stop 
coughing. On Friday, February 8th, I 
started taking cough medicine with 
codeine but it didn’t help much. 
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It was after midnight when I took my 
second dose of cough medicine. Dianne 
had gone to bed. 
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As I started to pray I did something I’d 
never done before: I began to grieve. 
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Lord, what are you trying 
to teaching me? I don’t 
understand what I’m 
supposed to learn.

 

I prayed, “Lord, what are you trying to 
teach me? I don’t understand what I’m 
supposed to learn.” 
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Lord, how do we solve this? 
I don’t know how much 
longer I can last.

 

“God” I asked, “How do we solve this? I 
don’t know how much longer I can 
last.” I began to wonder if I would be 
dead in two weeks and I began to cry. I 
had reached to point of zero resistance. 
I had no fight left in me. What I didn’t 
realize was that now the Spirit was 
ready to answer my prayer. 
 
 

Slide 87 

 

I went upstairs to the bedroom and 
tried to make myself comfortable 
sitting on the edge of the bed. I woke 
Dianne up and asked her to rub my 
back – it would relax me and help me 
breathe easier. When Dianne woke up, 
she heard to sound of my breathing, 
she told me I needed to go to the 
emergency room now – and not wait to 
call the doctor on Monday. 
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We decided to drive to the hospital and 
not call 911. Roads were plowed after a 
snow storm which dumped 3 feet in 
Boston – but only 1 foot in Burlington. 
There was no one on the road because 
everyone stayed home due to the 
storm. 
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Emergency room was quiet. They took 
me in immediately. I didn’t have to wait 
for anything. My respiratory system 
was failing in front of their eyes. Why? 
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I was given oxygen. They took X-rays 
and did a CAT scan. No pneumonia. No 
problems with my heart. 
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This photo was taken at 3:26 AM. 
Notice the sensor on my finger. I was 
given medication using a nebulizer. As I 
was being treated I prayed for people I 
could hear outside my room. 
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Throughout the night I was interviewed 
five times by different doctors to get a 
medical history, and every time they 
talked to me, they’d asked about my 
history of cigarette smoking. 
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I smoked from 1960 to 1985. When I 
quit I was smoking almost 3 packs a 
day. I never had any smoking symptoms 
like a cough or heart problems. To me 
this was old history – that was 30 years 
ago. 
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ACUTE 
EXACERBATION 

from

 

At 6:30 my doctor came in with the 
diagnosis: I was suffering from an acute 
exacerbation from COPD – probably as 
a result of the flu. 
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I didn’t even know what COPD was. 
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I’d remember seeing an ad on TV for 
Symbicort showing a grandpa fishing 
with his son and grandson. 
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But I never thought Symbicort would be 
something I’d every use. 
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COPD stands for Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease. There is no cure for 
this disease. It’s not reversible. There’s 
no way to slow down its progress. I 
thought that after five years of being 
smoke-free, I was fine – as if I’d never 
smokes. But this is not true. Cigarette 
smoking can damage the lungs, and 
lungs damage cannot be repaired. 
 
 

Slide 99 

•The third leading cause 
of death in the US 
(2007) and sixth 
worldwide (1990).

 

In the US it is the 3rd leading cause of 
death – behind heart disease and 
cancer (in that order). Worldwide COPD 
it ranks 6th but, by 2030, as smoking 
rates increase, it will rank as the 4th 
leading cause of death worldwide. 
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•There are currently 12 
million diagnosed cases 
in the US.

 

Currently 12 million people in the US 
have been diagnosed with COPD. 
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•There are currently 12 
million diagnosed cases 
in the US.
•Another 12 million 
undiagnosed cases.

 

There are another 12 million 
undiagnosed cases – many will die from 
something else end never know they 
also had COPD. 
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The reason my doctors were so 
interested in my history of cigarette 
smoking is that there’s a relationship 
between cigarette smoking and COPD. 
Cigarette smoking does not cause 
COPD, but it can trigger it - 20% of 
smokers get the disease. But once it 
starts, there’s no stopping it. 
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If you smoke you’re playing Russian 
roulette with a gun that has five 
chambers, but only one live bullet. 
After you pull the trigger, you have to 
wait 30 years to find out if the gun 
went off. 
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There’s a calling of God on my life. To 
stop me the devil had to go 30 years in 
my past to dig something up. 
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The name of Jesus is above all things 
named. COPD is a name. No weapon 
formed against me shall prosper. 
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I had to wait until 2:30 in the afternoon 
to be admitted because there were no 
beds available in the hospital. I knew 
whoever was my roommate would 
need prayer. My roommate was Charlie. 
He was a loony. Talking to people who 
aren’t there, about girls outside in 
bikinis.  
 
 

Slide 107 

 

This is me in my hospital bed. When I 
took my sensor off my finger, my alarm 
went off, and Charlie thought he was 
dead. Later that evening the doctors 
came in and talked to Charlie. I learned 
that Charlie had cancer and that they 
had removed part of his colon. He was 
in a lot of pain and the pain 
medications were causing his 
hallucinations. 
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After the doctors had left the nurse 
came in and listened very patiently to 
Charlie talk about how confused he felt 
at times. 
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The nurse told Charlie that when he 
was disoriented there were only two 
things he had to remember: You’re 
safe, and there are people who care 
about you. 
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This is what happens when Jesus comes 
into our lives. 
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When Jesus comes into our lives we’re 
safe and there’s someone who cares 
about us. 
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Charlie accepted my offer to pray with 
him when Dianne came to see me 
Sunday morning. We began by 
anointing Charlie with oil. 
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Before praying, I told Charlie that Jesus 
has always been close to him. 
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The problem was that he hadn’t always 
been close to Jesus. Charlie began 
sobbing because he knew he was guilty 
as charged. 
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Now we could pray with Charlie to 
make Jesus the most important person 
in his life – because now Charlie 
understood that when you’re close to 
Jesus… 
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You’re safe. You’re with some one who 
cares. 
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I walked away from this experience 
with many blessings. For example: 
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Total of all hospital costs
including X-Rays, CAT scans,
blood tests, medications,
doctors, use of the ER, and
one day in the hospital:

 

The total hospital bill for all of the X-
Rays, CAT scans, blood test, 
medications, doctors, use of the ER, 
and one day in the hospital was… 
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Total of all hospital costs
including X-Rays, CAT scans,
blood tests, medications,
doctors, use of the ER, and
one day in the hospital:

 

$10,000.00 – but I didn’t pay that 
amount. After deductions and 
discounts, and Medicare and Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield paid their share, I was 
left paying… 
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Total of all hospital costs
including X-Rays, CAT scans,
blood tests, medications,
doctors, use of the ER, and
one day in the hospital:

 

$10.00 
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I received a healing through all of this. 
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• I can breath better today 
than I have in decades.

 

I can swim underwater further than 
ever. I walk without losing my breath. 
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• I can breath better today 
than I have in decades.

• I no longer suffer from 
hypertension (high blood 
pressure).

 

No more high blood pressure. 
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I survived the Day of Devastation when 
I came into my life. The question is this: 
When the Day of Devastation comes 
into your life, as it most certainly will, 
how well are you going to survive? 
 
 

 


